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Book List 
Olivia goes to Venice 
by  Ian Falconer 
 

Olivia dodges pigeons in the Piazza 
San Marco, gorges on gelato, 
and takes a trip on a gondola.  

Danger in Ancient Rome 
by Kate Messner 
 

 Ranger transports back to 1st cen-
tury Rome, where he must rescue 
Marcus from the brutal Colosseum.  
Carnival at Candlelight 
by Mary Pope Osborne  
 

Jack & Annie head back in time to 
Venice, Italy in the 1700s. To help 
save the city from a flood!   
The Mystery of the Mosaic 
by  Harper Paris 
 

Welcome to Italy! Ethan and Ella 
must find the stolen gondola and a 
hidden mosaic.  

Agatha: The Crown of  Venice 
by  Sir Steve Stevenson 
 

A mysterious theft brings Agatha 
and her cousin Dash to beautiful 
Venice.  

Living in Italy 
by  Chloe Perkins  
 

Have you ever wondered what liv-
ing in Italy is like? Come along with 
me to find out!  

Italy  
by  Joanna Robinson 
 

An overview of Italy's geography, 
culture, people, government, and 
daily life.  
Foods of Italy 
by  John Matthew 
 

Tomatoes, noodles, Parmesan 
cheese . . . it's time to take a rav-
enous bite out of Italy!  
Ettore Boiardi : Chef Boyardee  
by  Sheila Griffin Llanas 
 

Unwrap the life of talented Chef 
Boyardee manufacturer, Ettore Bo-
iardi!  

Galileo : Conqueror of the Stars  
by  Nancy Dickmann 
 

Learn all about Galileo's discoveries 
through the story of his life, com-
plete with historical images.   
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Italy’s total area is 116,350 square miles or 301,340 square kilometers, the 72nd largest country in the world. 
Almost 40 per cent of that is mountainous territory. 

The area of the US is 9,826,675 square kilometers by comparison. Thus the US is about 32.5 times the size of It-
aly. 

By population, Italy is the 23rd largest country in the world with 61,680,122 people living within its borders. 

If Italy were a US state, it would lie between New Mexico and Arizona to be the 5th largest state by area. 
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Instructor Notes 

Grand Canal 

 The Grand Canal is a canal in Venice, Italy. It 

forms one of the major water-traffic corridors in 

the city. Public transport is provided by water 

buses and private water taxis, and many tour-

ists explore the canal by gondola.  

Leaning Tower of Pisa 

 The Leaning Tower of Pisa (Italian: Torre pen-

dente di Pisa) or simply the Tower of Pisa (Torre 

di Pisa) is the freestanding bell tower of 

the cathedral of the Italian city of Pisa, known 

worldwide for its unintended tilt. 

 The tower's tilt began during construction, 

caused by an inadequate foundation on ground 

too soft on one side to properly support the 

structure's weight. The tilt increased in the dec-

ades before the structure was completed and 

gradually increased until the structure was stabi-

lized (and the tilt partially corrected) by efforts in 

the late 20th and early 21st centuries.  

The Colosseum 

 The Colosseum or Coliseum, also known as the 

Flavian Amphitheatre, is an oval amphitheater in 

the center of the city of Rome. Built of concrete 

and sand, it is the largest amphitheater ever 

built.  

 It was used for gladiatorial contests and public 

spectacles such as mock sea battles, animal 

hunts, executions, re-enactments of famous bat-

tles, and dramas based on Classical mytholo-

Flag 

 The national flag of Italy is a tricolor flag fea-

turing three vertical bands colored green, 

white and red.  

 The green side is the hoist side or the side 

the flag is hung by.  

General Notes 

 Italy is a peninsula that extends into the Medi-

terranean Sea and is ordered by Austria, 

France, Slovenia and Switzerland. It is bor-

dered by the Adriatic Sea, the Ionian Sea, the 

Tyrrhenian Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.  

Currency 

 Allow students to pass the Euro around for a 

visual. 

Italy vs. US Size 

 Italy’s total area is 116,350 square miles or 

301,340 square kilometers, the 72nd largest 

country in the world. Almost 40 per cent of that 

is mountainous territory. 

 The area of the US is 9,826,675 square kilo-

meters by comparison. Thus the US is about 

32.5 times the size of Italy. 

 By population, Italy is the 23rd largest country 

in the world with 61,680,122 people living with-

in its borders. 

 If Italy were a US state, it would lie between 

New Mexico and Arizona to be the 5th largest 

state by area. 
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Instructor Notes 
Pasta Art 

 Allow students to make art with pasta. 

 To dye pasta: Add pasta to a ziplock bag and 

then add 2 drops of gel food coloring and 1 cap-

ful of rubbing alcohol. Shake the bags to mix 

and then allow pasta to dry on a baking pan. 

STEM with the Leaning Tower of Pisa 

 Give students a blocks, LEGOs, or other building 

mateials to construct their own Leaning Tower.  

 Make it more challenging by giving the students 

non-traditional building supplies such at recycled 

materials or food to build the Leaning Tower.  

Crafts & Activities 

Italian Children’s Game 

 1-2-3-Stella: One person is ‘it’ and has to 

stand facing a wall with his/her eyes closed and 

‘it’ says out loud ´1-2-3- stella´. In the mean time 

all the other kids have to stand away from the 

wall (about 15 - 20 feet) and move quickly to-

wards it, while ‘it’ is counting. Once the word 

‘stella’ was said, ‘it’ could turn and open their 

eyes while the other kids had to stop and stand 

still in whatever position they were in when ‘it’ 

said ‘stella’ and turned. Anyone who couldn’t 

stand still had to go back to the starting point. 

The game ends when someone can touch the 

wall.  

Italian Food 

Allow the students to taste or even make Italian cui-

sine. Easy treats to provide would be Italian Ice, Piz-

za, cookies or pasta. 
 

Ideas for presenting food preparation:  

 Italian Ice 

 Mini Pizzas  

 Pasta Salad 
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