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Instructor Notes 
Animals of Madagascar 

 Madagascar is known for its diverse wildlife and 

geographic terrain. 90% of the animals are ex-

clusive to the island.  

 Tomato Frog: Native to Madagascar these 

frogs look more like tomatoes than green frogs. 

As a survival tactic, the frogs puff up their body 

twice their size and produce a glue-like sub-

stance that will cause their predator’s lips and 

eyes to stick together.   

 Leaf-tailed Gecko: These geckos are masters 

of camouflage.  Some species have developed 

textured bodies that help them blend seamlessly 

onto the bark of a tree.   

 Chameleon: Madagascar is home to a rain-

bow of chameleons. Almost half of the world’s 

chameleons are found on this island. The cha-

meleon’s skin changes color depending on its 

surroundings, mood, and body temperature.    

 Lemur: 101 species of Lemur live on the is-

land of Madagascar, the only place they can be 

found in the world. 

 Of roughly 200,000 known species found on 

Madagascar, about 150,000 are endemic -- 

meaning they exist nowhere else. Unique to the 

island are more than 50 types of lemurs, 99% of 

its frog species, and 36 genera of birds. Mada-

gascar houses 100% of the world's lemurs, half 

of its chameleon species, and 6% of its frogs 

(though none of its toads).   

General Notes 

 Madagascar is an island country in the Indian 

Ocean, off the coast of Southeast Africa. It is 

the fourth largest island in the world.  

 About 24 million people live in Madagascar. 

 Antananarivo is the capital and the largest city 

in Madagascar. 

Flag 

 The national flag of Madagascar is a tricolor 

flag of white, red, and green. The colors of 

the flag represent Madagascar's history, 

yearning for independence, and traditional 

classes.  

Currency 

 The Malagasy ariary is the official unit of cur-
rency in Madagascar. 

 
 2975 MGA  = $1 USD 
 
 Pass money sample around. 

Madagascar vs. US Size 

 Madagascar's land area is about 224,533 

square miles making it the 47th largest county 

by landmass.   

 The area of the US is 3,794,100 square miles by 

comparison making the United States 16.8 times 

bigger than Madagascar.  

 With an estimated population of about 24 mil-

lion, it is the 53rd most populous country. 
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Madagascar Crafts 

 Color Changing Chameleons  

 Madagascar Weaving 

 Lemur Art Crafts  

 DIY Raffia Baobab Trees  

STEM with the Madagascar Rainforest 

 Discuss the layers of the rainforest by: 

 Give students recycled materials and 

outdoor materials to build their own 

rainforest. 

 Make a rainforest terrarium.   

Crafts & Activities 

Malagasy Cuisine 
 

The cuisine of Madagascar is truly a reflection of the 

African, Arab and Indonesian peoples that have set-

tled in the country. There are also certain French 

influences found in the crops that early French colo-

nizers brought including vanilla, coffee, cloves and 

sugar cane.  

 Romazava: this dish is made up of leaves, 

herbs and pieces of beef and pork cooked in oil 

until browned.  

 Lasopy: this is a soup made with veal or beef 

broth and vegetables including carrots, turnips, 

white potatoes, scallions, string beans, tomatoes 

and then salt. Once the soup has become thick, 

it is served with crackers or fresh bread.  

 Madagascar crops include vanilla, coffee, cloves 

and sugar cane.  

 

Easy Snacks for Kids: 

Vanilla Ice Cream 
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How Big is Madagascar Compared to the US?  

 Madagascar's land area is about 224,533 square miles making it the 47th largest county by 
landmass.   

 The area of the US is 3,794,100 square miles by comparison making the United States 16.8 times 
bigger than Madagascar.  

 With an estimated population of about 24 million, it is the 53rd most populous country. 

 Is Madagascar bigger or smaller than Pennsylvania? 
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