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Instructor Notes 
Landmarks 

 Taj Mahal: 28 different types of precious 

stones were used to build the Taj Mahal. It has 

often been voted the world’s most beautiful 

building. Building began in 1653 (364 years 

ago). It took 20,000 workers and 21 years to 

build. It was built in honor of Emperor Shah Ja-

han’s favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal. During the 

day, the Taj Maha appears in 3 different colors: 

pink in the morning, white in the afternoon, and 

golden in the evening when lit by the moon.  

 The Golden Temple: (Sri Harmandir Sahib) 

The construction of the Golden Temple was in-

tended to build a place of worship for men and 

women from all walks of life and all religions to 

worship God equally. It is home to the world's 

largest free kitchen and can serve free food for 

up to 100,000 to 300,000 people every day.  

Food is served to all visitors regardless of faith, 

religion, or background.  

 Amber Fort or Amer Fort: The fort was built 

in 1592 with red sandstone and marble giving it 

its red appearance. Even though the fort is old, 

it is very beautiful on the inside and hosts a 

number of buildings within the fort.  

Religion 

 Read religious statistics.  

 Hinduism: 8 out of 10 people who live in In-

dia practice Hinduism. According to this faith, 

three gods ruled over the world: Brahma the 

creator, Vishnu the preserver, and Shiva the de-

stroyer.  

General Notes 

 India gained its independence in 1947. 

 India is similar to the United States  because 

it’s land is divided into states. India has 29 

states and 7 union territories.  

 About 1.2 billion people live in India. 2nd larg-

est country by population. U.S. is 3rd. 

Flag 

 The national flag of India is a horizontal tri-

color flag of Indian green, white, and Indian 

Saffron.  

 The center of the flag features a 24-spoke 

wheel called a Ashoka Chakra. The wheel 

represents peaceful change and each spoke 

is a representation (love, courage, patience, 

etc.) 

Currency 

 The Indian rupee is the official unit of currency 
in India. 

 
 1 USD = 64 INR 
 
 Pass money sample around. 

India vs. US Size 

 India's land area is about 1,222,559 square 

miles making it the 7th largest county by land-

mass. 

 The United States is about 3 times bigger than 

India in landmass. The United States is the 3rd 

largest country by landmass.   
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Holidays 

 India only has 3 national holidays which are holi-

days celebrated by all states and unions of the 

country: Republic Day, Independence Day, and 

Gandhi Jayanthi.  

 There are several other holidays celebrated in 

India based on religion. Some Hindu holidays: 

 Holi (Festival of Colors): Welcome 

spring and say goodbye to winter. At-

tendees of the festival throw large sacks, 

balloons and flowers filled with colorful 

powder at each other.  

 Diwali (Festival of Lights): One of the 

most popular festivals of Hinduism, it 

spiritually signifies the victory of light over 

darkness, good over evil, knowledge over 

ignorance, and hope over despair.  

 Construct your own Taj Mahal 

 Give students recycled materials or 

building blocks to construct the Taj 

Mahal or other landmarks. 

Crafts & Activities 

Indian Cuisine 

The cuisine of India is very diverse and vary by re-

gions, traditions, and religion. The cuisine of India is 

also still evolving due to India’s interactions with oth-

er societies.   

 Samosa:  is a fried or baked dish with a savoury 
filling, such as spiced potatoes, onions, peas, 
lentils, macaroni, noodles, cheese, minced lamb 
or minced beef.  

 Naan: is an oven-baked flatbread similar to pita 
bread. 

 Channa Masala: chickpeas cooked in a spicy 
and tangy tomato-based sauce.  

 Tandoori Chicken: is roasted chicken mari-
nated in a mixture of yogurt and spices.     

 Snacks for Kids: 

 Fried banana or plantain chips 

Crafts and STEM Activities 

 Good Luck Elephants 

 Rangoli Designs 

 Diwali Paper Crafts 
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How Big is Brazil Compared to the US?  

 Brazil's land area is about 3,287,956 square miles making it the 5th largest county by land-
mass.   

 The area of the US is 3,794,100 square miles by comparison making the United States slightly 
larger than Brazil. The US is the 3rd largest country by landmass. 

 Which is bigger? Pennsylvania or India? 
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