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Instructor Notes 
Landmarks & Places to Visit 

The Alamo 

The chapel of the Alamo Mission is known as the 

"Shrine of Texas Liberty"  or simply “The Alamo”. It 

was founded in the 18th century as a Roman Catho-

lic mission and fortress compound, and it was the 

site of the Battle of the Alamo in 1836, and is now a 

museum in the Alamo Plaza Historic District.   

Dinosaur Valley Sate Park 

Dinosaur Valley State Park is located in Somervell 

County Texas.  The 1500 acre park features some of 

the best dinosaur tracks in the world. There are two 

main types of fossilized dinosaur tracks:  

 three-toed, sharp-clawed prints made by two-

legged meat-eating dinosaurs called theropods. 

 four-legged, long-necked plant-eating dinosaurs 

known as sauropods, sometimes informally called 

brontosaurs.  

 Palo Duro Canyon State Park 

The Palo Duro Canyon is the second largest canyon 

in the United States. The canyon is roughly 

120 miles long and has an average width of 6 miles, 

but reaches a width of 20 miles at places. Its depth is 

around 820 ft, but in some locations, it can increase 

up to 1,000 ft. The canyon was formed by the Prairie 

Dog Town Fork Red River - water erosion over time 

has created the formations of the canyon. 

Cadillac Ranch - Route 66 

Cadillac Ranch is a public art installation and sculp-

ture in Amarillo, Texas. It features ten Cadillac cars 

buried in the ground at an angle corresponding to the 

Great Pyramid of Giza. It was made in 1974.  

General Notes 

 Texas is the second largest state in the U.S. 

Texas shares borders with Louisiana to the 

east, Arkansas to the northeast, Oklahoma to 

the north, New Mexico to the west, and Mexico 

to the southwest. Texas is the nation’s largest 

oil producer, beef producer and cotton produc-

er. 

 Texas is nicknamed "The Lone Star State" to 

signify its former status as an independent re-

public, and as a reminder of the state's strug-

gle for independence from Mexico. The "Lone 

Star" can be found on the Texas state flag and 

on the Texan state seal.  

Flag 

 The flag of Texas consists of  ⅓ blue hoist 

containing a single centered white star (lone 

star). The remaining field is divided horizontal-

ly into a white and red bar.  

 The blue stands for loyalty, white for purity, 

and red for bravery.  

 The single (lone) star "represents ALL of Tex-

as and stands for our unity as one for God, 

State, and Country.  

Symbols 

Statehood Date: December 29, 1845 (28th) 

Capital: Austin 

Largest City: Houston 

Bird: Northern Mockingbird 

Flower: Bluebonnets 

Tree: Pecan 
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Crafts & Activities Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo 

It’s the world's largest livestock show and rodeo. In 

2017. the show welcomed a record  of 2.6 million 

people. It promotes agriculture by hosting an annual, 

family-friendly experience that educates and enter-

tains the public, supports Texas youth, showcases 

Western heritage and provides year round educa-

tional support within the community.   

Waco Mammoth Site 

The Waco Mammoth Site is a national park that pro-

tects the remains of 24 mammoths from the Ice 

Age. The site is the largest known concentration of 

mammoths dying from a reoccurring event, which is 

believed to have been flash flooding.    

Texas’ Climate  

Texas' weather varies widely, from arid in the west 

to humid in the east. Texas has to worry about se-

vere weather such as tornados, hurricanes, flooding 

and extreme temperatures.  

Texas’ Cuisine 

Tex-Mex refers to a style of cooking adapted from 

northern Mexican cuisine. Tex-Mex cooking differs 

from traditional Mexican cooking by using different 

proportions or types of ingredients. Dishes associat-

ed with Tex-Mex cooking include guacamole, chile 

con queso, tostadas with red salsa, tortilla soup, faji-

tas, and quesadillas. Dessert: Pecan Pie. 

Activities, Arts & Crafts 

 Junk Art such as a reproduction of Cadillac 

Ranch.  

 Cactus Art. 

 Build oil rigs/towers. 

 Make Tex-Mex food dishes. 

STEM Activities 

 Explore the Palo Duro Canyon by creating can-

yon models or by performing erosion based sci-

ence experiments.  

 Rebuild the Alamo and discuss its many uses 

throughout history.  

 Reach out to local farmers who may be willing to 

bring in live animals such as a baby pig. Talk 

about live stock shows. 

 Create fossils and talk about the dinosaurs and 

mammoth artifacts.  
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