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Arab Republic of Egypt  

Egypt is a Mediterranean country bordered 
by the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast, 
the Gulf of Aqaba to the east, the Red Sea to 
the east and south, Sudan to the south, 
and Libya to the west.  

 

Population 
About 93 million people live in Egypt. 
 

Capital 
Cairo is the capital and the largest city in 
Egypt.   

Language 
Egyptian Arabic is the official language spoken 
in Egypt.  

 Say hello: “ahlan wa sahlan”  
  أهالً و سهالً 
Say good bye: “bai” 
 باي

 Say thank you: “mut shakkrān”   
 متشكّرين

Currency 
The Egyptian pound is the official unit of currency in Egypt. 

18 EGP  
= 

$1 USD 
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Religion 
90% are Muslim. 

8% Orthodox Christian 
1% Other Christian 

Giza Pyramid Complex 

Tea 

Food 
Egyptian cuisine is primarily vegetarian, as it relies 
heavily on legume and vegetable dishes. Fish is a com-
mon dish on the coast of Egypt. Bread and spices are 
also a large part of Egyptian cuisine. Tea, the national 
beverage of Egypt, is a vital part of daily life and folk 
etiquette. 

Landmarks 

Egypt is known for its iconic monuments 
such as the Giza Pyramid Complex and the 
Great Sphinx of Giza.   

Great Sphinx of Giza  

Abu Simbel Temples 

Climate 
Egypt is the driest and the sunniest country in the world, and most of 
its land surface is the Sahara desert. The great majority of its people 
live near the banks of the Nile River where the only vegetative land is 
found.  

Culture 
Egypt has one of the longest histories of 
any modern country and is one of the 
world's first nations. It has the earliest 
developments of writing, agriculture, 
urbanization, organized religion and 
central government.  

Koshary 

Umm Ali  
Baklava 
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Cats in Ancient Egypt 
Ancient Egyptians thought of cats as 
mythical and sacred creatures. The 
ancient Egyptian word for cat was 
pronounced “miaow!” 

King Tutankhamun 
King Tut became king of Egypt as a young boy (around 9 years old) 
and served as king until he was about 18 or 19 years old. His tomb 
was discovered in 1922 and was the one of the most famous archaeo-
logical finds in modern history. 

Cleopatra 
The most famous of all the Queen Cleopatras 
(there were 6 total) was the last one. After her 
death, the Egyptian Empire crumbled and the 
Romans took control. 

Mummies 
Egyptians believed that they still needed their 
physical body in order to have an afterlife so 
they would try to preserve the bodies as 
mummies. Mummies were highly decorated 
with make-up, jewelry,  and face masks.  
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Book List 
Exploring World Cultures: Egypt 
by  Kate Shoup 
 

This book examines the many areas 
that make up Egypt, such as geog-
raphy, food, sports, and traditions. 

Where are the Great Pyramids?  
by Dorothy & Thomas Hoobler 
 

 This book tells the story of the 
powerful pharaohs who commis-
sioned the pyramids at Giza.  
I am Cleopatra 
by Grace Norwich 
 

 Cleopatra remains a popular fig-
ure in Western culture, with books, 
plays, and movies devoted to her. 
The Culture & Crafts of Egypt 
by  Paul Challen 
 

Learn about Egyptian culture while 
learning to make fun crafts includ-
ing a Tutankhamen mask. 

Discover More: Ancient Egypt 
by  Penelope Arlon 
 

Explore ordinary life in Egypt and 
the extraordinary way in which 
Egyptians buried their dead. 

Cultural Traditions in Egypt 
by  Lynn Peppas  
 

This book describes how ancient 
traditions, beliefs, and rituals com-
bined with modern influences.  

Egypt 
by  Sherra Edgar 
 

An overview of Egypt's geography, 
culture, people, government, and 
daily life.  
Code Quest: Hieroglyphs 
by  Sean Callery  
 

Can you solve the mystery by un-
scrambling hieroglyphic riddles 
and clues?  
Find Out! Ancient Egypt 
by  DK Publishers 
 

 Find out surprising facts and 
amazing pictures of Ancient Egypt. 
It’s a small book with big ideas. 

The Mystery of Tutankhamun 
by  World Book 
 

An exploration of the questions and 
mysteries surrounding the phar-
aoh Tutankhamun. 
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