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New York 
New York was one of the original 13 colonies 

that formed the United States. It is bor-
dered by New Jersey and Pennsylvania to 
the south and Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
and Vermont to the east.  It is the fourth 
most populated state with New York City 
making up 40% of the state’s population.  

Language 
NY has no official language. Top languages: 

English (70%) 
Spanish (15%) 
Chinese (3%) 
French (2%) 

Tree 
Sugar Maple 

 
Time Zone 

Eastern 

Capital 
Albany 

 
Largest City 
New York City 

Bird 
Eastern Bluebird 

 
Flower 

Rose 

Named for 
 

The Duke of York who 
was the future King 
James II of England.  

Statehood Date 
July 26, 1788 

 
Statehood Order 

11 

Empire State 

This nickname has been incorporated into 
the names of several state buildings and 

events, and is commonly believed to refer to 
the state's wealth and resources. However, 

the origin of the term remains unclear.  

Motto:   Excelsior (Ever Upward) 
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Religion 
60% Christian 

27% Unaffiliated 
7% Jewish 

 Central Park 

Times Square 

Hamburgers 

Food 
New York is known for its diverse cuisine altered from 
recipes brought into the United States over the years. 
Foods such as fried chicken and waffles, hamburgers,  
hotdogs, and black & white cookies were all originated in 
NY from immigrant recipes.  NY is also know for apples. It 
grows the 2nd most of any state.  

Landmarks 

NY has many famous landmarks in-
cluding 4 out of 10 of the world's most 
visited attractions . 

Hot Dogs 

Sports 

Niagara Falls 

Climate 
NY has a variety of climates due to the differences in air coming from 
the north and the west. NY has humid, hot summers and cold, damp 
winters. NY can experience extreme weather such as tornados and 
hurricanes.    

Culture 
NY is known for being very diverse 
with many forms of art, music, fashion, 
cuisine, sports, religion, and more. 

Black & White 
Cookies 

Apples 
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Did you know? 
 

NYC is the largest city in the United States and 2nd 
largest city in the world. 

Famous People 

Lady Gaga - Singer (Manhattan, NY) 
Jackie Robinson - 1st African American Baseball 
      Player  (Brooklyn, NY) 
Maurice Sendak - Author (Brooklyn, NY) 
Jonas Salk - Scientist  (NYC, NY) 

The Big Apple 

NYC is know as the Big Apple, but NY in general, is 
known for ’big’ things such as home to the country’s 
largest  park (Adirondack Park), home to the most ski 
resorts (50), home to the most World Series Champi-
onships, home to the most famous art and music festi-
val (Woodstock), home to the largest parade, and home 
to the largest subway system in the world! 

Statue of Liberty 

The Statue of Liberty is a huge sculpture gifted 
to the United States from France. The statue  
represents freedom and has become an icon of 
New York and the United States.  
 
Ellis Island 

Ellis Island  in New York Harbor was the first 
stop for over 12 million immigrants starting a 
new life in the U.S. from 1892 until 1954. 

Andy Warhol 
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Book List 

New York 
by  Ann Heinrichs 
 

Includes maps, state symbols, fa-
mous people, fact bubbles, and in-
formative captions. 

New York: The Empire State 
by John Hamilton 
 

Learn about NY's history, plants 
and animals, industries, sports, cit-
ies, famous people, and more  
Ellis Island 
by Elizabeth Carney 

Explore the history of Ellis Island, 
one of the most recognized land-
marks in American history.  

Balloons Over Broadway 
by  Melissa Sweet 
 

The story puppeteer Tony Sarg, 
and his zest for play, and his long-
lasting gift to America.   

What Was Woodstock? 
by  Joan Holub 
 

Learn about this famous 3-day 
music festival .  

New York: City Trails 
by Lonely Planet Kids 
 

Discover New York's best-kept se-
crets, amazing stories and loads of 
other cool stuff! 

NY is for New York  
by  Paul Thurlby 
 

Discover the best of New York from 
A to Z  with amazing illustrations.  

Would You Dare to Walk Across Ni-
agara Falls?  
by  Siobhan Sisk 
 

Tales of people who attempted the 
jaw-dropping deed.   
The Statue of Liberty 
by  Kevin Blake 
 

Learn all about the construction, 
history, and current status of the 
New York monument.   

What is the World Series? 
by  Gail Herman 
 

Learn about baseball’s biggest 
championship. 
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