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Instructor Notes 

Abu Simbel Temples 

 The temples were carved to celebrate the Phar-

aoh Ramesses and his  queen Nefertari. 

Giza Pyramids 

 The Giza Pyramids, built to endure an eternity, 

have done just that. The monumental tombs are 

relics of Egypt's Old Kingdom era and were con-

structed some 4,500 years ago. 

 Egypt's pharaohs expected to become gods in 

the afterlife. To prepare for the next world they 

erected temples to the gods and massive pyra-

mid tombs for themselves—filled with all the 

things each ruler would need to guide and sus-

tain himself in the next world. 

 Pharaoh Khufu began the first Giza pyramid 

project, circa 2550 B.C. His Great Pyramid is 

the largest in Giza and towers some 481 feet 

(147 meters) above the plateau. Its estimated 

2.3 million stone blocks each weigh an average 

of 2.5 to 15 tons. 

 Khufu's son, Pharaoh Khafre, built the second 

pyramid at Giza, circa 2520 B.C. His necropolis 

also included the Sphinx, a mysterious lime-

stone monument with the body of a lion and 

a pharaoh's head. The Sphinx may stand sen-

tinel for the pharaoh's entire tomb complex. 

 The third of the Giza Pyramids is considerably 

smaller than the first two. Built by Pharaoh Men-

kaure circa 2490 B.C., it featured a much more 

complex mortuary temple. 

General Notes 

 Egypt is a Mediterranean country bordered by 

the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast, 

the Gulf of Aqaba to the east, the Red Sea to 

the east and south, Sudan to the south, 

and Libya to the west.  

Flag 

 The national flag of Egypt is a tricolor flag 

consisting of the three equal horizontal red, 

white, and black bands of the Arab Libera-

tion flag dating back to the Egyptian Revolu-

tion of 1952. 

 The flag bears Egypt's national emblem, 

the Eagle of Saladin centered in the white 

Currency 

 1 Egyptian pound is equal to $0.056 
 Pass example money around. 

Egypt vs. US Size 

 Egypt’s total area is 387,050 square miles mak-

ing it the 30th largest nation in the world. 

 The area of the US is 3,794,100 square miles by 

comparison (3rd largest). Egypt is about 1/10 

the size of the U.S. 

 With an estimated population of about 86 mil-

lion, it is the 15th most populous country. 

Nile River 

 The Nile River is the longest river in the 

world. It has a length of about 4,132 miles.  
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Ancient Egypt Crafts 

 Pharaoh Headdress  

 Egyptian Necklaces 

 Hieroglyphic Decoders  

 Pyramids 

STEM with the Ancient Pyramids 

 Give students a blocks, LEGOs, or other building 

materials to construct their own pyramids. 

 Make it more challenging by giving the students 

non-traditional building supplies such at recycled 

materials or food to build with.   

Crafts & Activities 

Egyptian Food 
 

 Baklava: crushed nuts baked between layers of 

filo dough and topped with a sweet syrup called 

sharbat. 

 Koshary: a dish made of rice, macaroni, and 

lentils and topped with chickpeas, onion, and a 

special tomato-vinegar sauce.  

 Um Ali: the direct translation of this dish is 

“mother of Ali.” It is an Egyptian bread pudding 

made with filo dough or puff pastry, nuts, and 

milk.   

 Egyptian Mint Limeade: Lime juice, mint 

leaves and simple sugars. This popular drink is 

easy to make and serves as an easy classroom 

treat.  
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Egypt’s total area is 1,001,450 square miles making it the 30th largest nation in the world. 

The area of the US is 9,826,675 square kilometers by comparison. Egypt is about 1/10 the size of the U.S. 

With an estimated population of about 86 million, it is the 15th most populous country. 

Is Egypt bigger or smaller than Pennsylvania? 
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