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The Commonwealth 
Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania borders Delaware to 
the southeast, Maryland to the south, West 

Virginia to the southwest, Ohio to the 
west, Lake Erie and the Canadian province 
of Ontario to the northwest, New York to 

the north, and New Jersey to the east.  

Language 
PA has no official language. Top languages: 

English (90%) 
Spanish (4%) 
Chinese (1%) 
Italian (1%) 
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Tree 
Eastern hemlock 

 
Time Zone 

Eastern 

Capital 
Harrisburg 

 
Large Cities 

Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 

Bird 
Ruffed grouse 

 
Flower 

Mountain laurel 

Named for 
The father of the 

founder of the state, 
William Penn; the 

name means “Penn’s 
Woodland”  

Statehood Date 
Dec. 12, 1787 

 
Statehood Order 

2 

Keystone State 

A keystone is the central wedge in an arch 
that locks all of the other stones in place. 

Pennsylvania was the central state of the 13 
colonies, thus the “Keystone State.”  

Motto:   Virtue, Liberty, and Independence 
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Religion 
47% are Protestant 

24 % Catholic 
29% Other/None 

 Capital Building  

Hershey Chocolate Factory 

Peeps 

Food 
Pennsylvania is known as the snack food capital of the 
world with the highest manufacturing of pretzels and 
potato chips. The U.S. chocolate industry is also centered 
in Hershey, PA. Traditional Pennsylvania Dutch foods 
include chicken potpie, fasnachts (raised doughnuts), 
scrapple, pretzels, bologna, and Shoofly pie.  

Landmarks 

PA is known for its many historical and 
natural landmarks.  

Pretzels 

Sports 

Liberty Bell 

Climate 
 PA has a variety of climates due to the differences in land such as 
various mountain ranges, but all of PA experiences cold winters and 
humid summers. PA experiences extreme weather such as large 
amounts of snow and tornados.    

Culture 
PA is known for its many professional 
sports teams, arts & film, unique food, 
and its steel, coal, and oil  industry.  

Ketchup 

Cheesecake 
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Did you know? 
 

The first emoticons were invited in 1982 at Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh  : -) 

Famous People 

Andy Warhol - Artist 1960s (Pittsburgh, PA) 
Taylor Swift - Singer (Reading, PA) 
Pink - Singer (Doylestown, PA) 
Mr. Rogers - TV personality (Latrobe, PA) 
Will Smith - Actor/Rapper (Philadelphia, PA) 

Things to Do 

PA is home to the nation’s first zoo. In addition, PA has 
some of the finest museums in the country including 
the Carnegie Museums in Pittsburgh, the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art, and the Houdini Museum in Scranton. 
PA has 121 state parks as well as several amusement 
parks including  the largest indoor waterpark resort 
on the East Coast, Splash Lagoon in Erie.  

Battle of Gettysburg 

The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point in the 
Civil War. The Union forces defeated the Confederates 
and stopped them from invading Pennsylvania and 
seizing the North.  Today, you can visit Gettysburg and 
see Gettysburg National Military Park. 

@DeviantArt  

Andy Warhol 
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Book List 
Pennsylvania 
by  Ann Heinrichs 
 

Includes maps, state symbols, fa-
mous people, fact bubbles, and in-
formative captions. 

Milton Hershey and the Chocolate 
Industry 
by Katie Kawa 
 

The story of Hershey’s chocolate 
and the man who founded it. 
The Battle of Gettysburg 
by Thomas Streissguth 
 

Introduces the events of the Battle 
of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania, on 
July 1-3, 1863. 
Falling Water 
by  Marc Harshman 
 

This book guides young readers 
through Wright's process design-
ing Fallingwater.  

The Liberty Bell: history's silent 
witness 
by  Joanne Mattern 
 

Discover why this cracked bell is 
still one of our most loved symbols.  

Pennsylvania: the Keystone State 
by John Hamilton 
 

Welcome to Pennsylvania, the key-
stone state! Explore this state and 
all the it has to offer.  

Celebrating Pennsylvania 
by  Jane Kurtz 
 

Mr. Geo takes young readers on a 
tour of Pennsylvania in this lively  
readers’ series.  
Who Was Betsy Ross? 
by  James Buckley Jr 
 

Learn the story of a patriot who 
helped create the flag of our new 
nation.  
All About Benjamin Franklin 
by  Elizabeth Zuckerman 
 

Learn all about Ben Franklin’s con-
tributions to the country including 
his many inventions.  

Who Was Andy Warhol? 
by  Kirsten Anderson 
 

Learn about this artist from Pitts-
burgh who had radical ideas of 
what art could be.  
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